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The Secretary, 
Attention:  Miss Christine Chow
Housing, Planning and Lands,

Housing, Planning and Lands Bureau,

Murray Building,

Central, Hong Kong.
22nd April 2005
Dear Sir,

Re:  The Adventures of Victoria

We refer to your letter dated 21st April 2005 regarding our recent publication of a story book ‘The Adventures of Victoria’ for young children.  We are pleased to enclose herewith our response to your Annex in the same order for easier reading.

Please be rest-assured that we are as interested as you are in providing accurate information to the children of Hong Kong.  Therefore we have ensured that the book messages and contents as well as the facts and figures therein are accurate.  You will appreciate the fact that, unlike some parties who may be in favour of reclamation, our Society has no self-interest and has no reason to publish any inaccuracy.

We invite your Government to be concerned with the major issue of harbour reclamation which is receiving overwhelming public objections rather than these minor matters.  Our story book is intended to convey the following important messages to the children of Hong Kong.  If you do not have any objection to our four purposes, please support our story book and what we are trying to do.

1. Treasure the harbour;

2. Keep the water of the harbour clean;

3. Reduce air pollution; and

4. Protect the environment.

We hope that Government will co-operate with our Society in adopting an open, honest and transparent approach with regard to harbour reclamation in compliance with not only the letter but also the spirit of the recent Court of Final Appeal Judgment and to serve the people of Hong Kong.


Yours faithfully,


Christine Loh,


Chairperson

Response to Annex of Government’s Letter Dated 21st April 2005

1. The 2nd photo on the back of the book cover

Despite your statements, the Government is well-known to have changed its mind on many important issues over a short period of time.  There is therefore no assurance that the Government will not change its mind again and proceed with further reclamations.

Unless and until the Government can demonstrate that it will abide by the letter and spirit of the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance as well as the CFA Judgment, our Society will regrettably have to take the approach that Hong Kong’s harbour is still in danger from further reclamation.  

Sydney Harbour provides the example that the only reliable safeguard for our Victoria Harbour must be the voice of the people.  


2. Reference to Star Ferry on Page 11

There can be no dispute that the existing Star Ferry Piers will be demolished.  This is upsetting not only local Hong Kong people but also members of the international community who had visited Hong Kong and hold an affection for our present Star Ferry Piers.

We invite you to carefully examine the current Central Outline Zoning Plan.   The huge area to the west of the Central Reclamation zoned CDA is intended to provide for a gigantic “Ground-scraper” and which encroaches the present Statue Square. 

Statue Square will have to be demolished not only during construction of this huge building but also to provide future access.  Is the Government prepared to offer a legally binding undertaking that no part of Statue Square will be demolished?

3. Footnote on Page 13

According to the Central OZP, 800,000 sq. feet of the land produced by the Central Reclamation have been zoned for commercial and office development and intended for sale by the Government.  If this figure is disputed, please indicate:-

(a)
What is the area of land intended for commercial and office development; and
(b)
Whether the Government intend to sell any of the land.

4. Footnote on Page 20

We are flabbergasted by your complaint.  Surely the polluted state of the water in the harbour is common knowledge and is the reason for the Government’s current expensive project (more than $5 billion) to clean up the harbour.
5. Footnote on Page 25

We are again surprised at this complaint.  Every sensible person in Hong Kong knows that narrowing of the harbour is causing bigger waves and stronger and faster currents.  This endangers shipping and has decreased the safety of the harbour.  As a result, collisions in the harbour have increased substantially since the commencement of the massive scale of harbour reclamation in 1990.  
