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rProtection of the Harbour fully supports your edltonal
no need for Iandreclamatmn ", Janiiary 30). ‘
t 17 yedrs, we have been advocating that the A
mment shotid: pmpetly plan the development of the New .
 Teiritories instead of reclaiming the harbour and our séa'to make.
1 ‘Thatshould be Hong Kong's proper dzrecton of growthi «-
governmentmustchange its fnindset asaland pmducer
and supplier to rdise revenue through landsdles. .
ght to remember that jts pmna:y respons'bihty is the )
drinistration of Horig Kong. L
1t should put the interests ofthe people before lts DWR
nterests _bsr:pmwdmgaﬂ?ordabiehausins‘aedp.rotecﬁngiﬂm‘ . '

cy that the governmenthas adopted over ¢
‘ turyis outdated. ;
: ,epohcywo:ksmtlns ‘way, 'Ihe government acqmres and _
produces land forsale; sells the land to developers, ensureshlgh .
: ‘prices forthe housmg built thereon by restricting supplyand -
thereby also ensures high land prices. It transfers the land sales: -
praceeds to the Capital Works Reserve Fund and ﬂ1en with this
fund pays for more: reclamamn prolects to pro duce more lancL

This economic policy enriches the govemment (whlch now
' has total reserves of over HK$1 trillion) as well as the developers,
j eﬁpense ofthe enwromnentAs aresult HongKong .
: almostlostits Victoria Harbom:
; The pubhc also pays aheavy pnce It has o suﬂ'er ﬁomvery
+ ‘expensivehousing, bad lrv1ng cond1t10ns in very sma!l ﬂats and a; '
Iowquahtyof]ife L X
1‘, NowthatHong Kong en]oysameasme of democmcy and the :
:“people have avoice, theymust stand up and 3peakout.ThJs |
system hastochange, ©° .
Developmgthe NewTemtones has three ma]or obstacles _
Fu‘stly. there'is the village house pohcywhlch the governmen
- unwisely adopted. Secondly, the various New Territories - . -
. ordinances give a different legal status to New Territories Jand. -
Fma]ly, Article 40 of the Basic Law protects the traditional righls ,
and interests of the indigenous inhabitants of the New Territories.
“'The govemment must overcome all these difficulties so that -
allthe]andm ‘Hong Kong will be the same and all the people of -
HongKong willbe equa1w1th the: same nghts and dutles e
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